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Figure 7. Short (20 sec) duration spectrum with best defined turbine blade harmonics,
multiples of 0.7 Hz. Overall SPL of the Blade Pass Signal is 70 dB.
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Figure 8. Turbine blade-pass waveforms synthesized from the harmonic series shown in
Figure 7. Peak-to-peak SPL of the left-hand, more probable signal is about 82 dB.
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Hessler Associates, Inc.

Consultants in Engineering Acoustics

Hessler and Walker have measured overall A-weighted sound levels and levels of infrasound at numerous
wind farms that substantially exceed those measured here and to the best of their knowledge there are no
reported adverse effects for noise or adverse health issues. It would be informative, in any further study,
to survey the reactions of project participants and possibly other neighbors close to turbines, particularly
with regard to health effects.

In general, enough was learned by these investigators, all with quite different past experiences, that it can

be mutually agreed that infrasound from wind turbines is an important issue that needs to be resolved in a
more conclusive manner by appropriate study, as recommended in the cover report.
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Investigations of infrasonic and low-frequency noise
Shirley Wind Facility, Wisconsin, December 4-7, 2012

Conclusions

Nauseogenicity is a factor at Shirley. Acceleration of the inner ear is suggested due to
extremely low-frequency pulsations at the rotation and blade pass rates that occur in or near
the frequencies of highest potential for nauseogenicity and, are coupled strongly into the
homes now abandoned. More research at Shirley is recommended to understand
nauseogenicity from wind turbine operations, to properly design and site large industrial wind
turbines (over 1 MW) near residential areas to prevent the severe health effects. More work is
needed to establish what infrasonic levels are consistent with relief for the neighbors.

Medical research and measurement is urgently needed to be field coordinated along with
infrasonic acoustic and vibration testing. The correlations to nauseogenicity at the 2.5MW
power rating and size suggest worsening effects as larger, slower-rotating wind turbines are
sited near people.
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