
CASE 014-AT-21 
SUPPLEMENTAL MEMORANDUM #4 
October 14, 2021
 
Petitioner: Zoning Administrator 
 
Request: Amend the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance to establish beekeeping 

requirements as summarized in the full legal advertisement and summarized 
as follows: 
1.   Amend Section 3.0 Definitions by adding a definition for “apiary”, 

“beekeeping”, “honey bee”, “nucleus colony” and other related terms. 
 
2.    Add footnotes 29 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses. 
 
3. Add footnote 30 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses.  
 
4. Add new Section 7.8 Beekeeping in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts, 

with new requirements for beekeeping. 
 
5.    Amend Section 9.3.1 G.6. by adding a $33 Change of Use Permit 

Application Fee to establish beekeeping in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 
Districts. 

    
Location:  Unincorporated Champaign County 
 
Time Schedule for Development:  As soon as possible     
 
Prepared by:  Susan Burgstrom, Senior Planner 

John Hall, Zoning Administrator 
 
STATUS 
 
P&Z Staff created a comparison of the R-1 requirements for the original proposed amendment and the 
revised amendment distributed in Supplemental Memo #3 dated October 5, 2021 – see Attachment A. 
 
Comments were submitted via email to the P&Z Department; those emails are in Attachment B.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

A  Comparison of R-1 requirements: original vs revised, created by P&Z Staff on October 13, 2021 
B Emails received up to close of business on October 14, 2021 

Champaign County 
Department of 

 
Brookens Administrative 

Center 
1776 E. Washington Street 

Urbana, Illinois 61802 
 

(217) 384-3708 
zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us 
www.co.champaign.il.us/zoning 
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Example Beekeeping Regulations
on a Typical 9,000 square feet Residential Lot in R-1

(Original Amendment)
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* minimum lot width in R-1 is 80'
**  minimum lot size in R-1 is 9,000 sq ft
*** nucleus colonies must be off site within 30 days
**** swarms must be off site within 3 months

Example 1,500 sf dwelling
(50' x 30')
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30' min separation
from hive to 

adjacent home and
accessory structures

30' min separation
from hive to 

adjacent home and
accessory structures

on lot < 10,000 sf:
- max 3 hives
- max 3 nucleus colonies***
- max 1 swarm****

4' tall fence at least
3' from hives

if hive is <16' from lot line,
a 6' tall flyway barrier
(fence, wall, or dense
vegetation) is required and
must extend 10' on each
side of the hive entrance
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water source located
no further than 1/2 the
distance to any water

source on adjacent lot

! 2 water sources required

Permissible area for beehives
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Fence around hives
Flyway barrier
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Example Beekeeping Regulations
on a Typical 9,000 square feet Residential Lot in R-1

(Revised Amendment)
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3' min separation from hive
to lot line IF hive opening

faces away from the lot line;
otherwise, 5' minimum

3' min separation from hive 
to lot line IF hive opening 
faces away from lot line;
otherwise, 5' minimum
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10' min separation from hive
to any adjacent structure 
EXCEPT garages or sheds,
EXCEPT no separation
required when hive opening
faces away from the lot line

on lot < 10,000 sf:
- max 4 hives
- max 4 nucleus colonies***
- max 1 swarm****

3' tall fence at least 3' from hives 
IF apiary has more than 2 hives, 

SEE NOTES BELOW

If hive is <25' from lot line,
a 6' tall flyway barrier
(fence, wall, or dense
vegetation) is required.
SEE NOTES BELOW

water source located no further than
1/2 the distance to any water source

on adjacent lot

2 water sources required
in an apiary with more than
2 beehives
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FENCE NOTES
The fence may be replaced with a flyway barrier per 
Section 7.8 F.2. when the flyway barrier can serve the 
same purpose as a fence. 
The fence can be permanently waived if all adjacent
neighbors agree.
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Yellow area is 3,117 sf of 9,000 sf Yellow area is 5,643 sf of 9,000 sf (81% more than original)
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FLYWAY BARRIER NOTES
- minimum of 67% solid, as follows:
 (1) No flyway barrier shall be required when the lot line borders
      land in the AG-1, AG-2, or CR DISTRICTS.
(2) If the flyway barrier is located in front of the hive opening and is

located within 5 to 6 feet of the hive, the flyway barrier need
only extend two feet past either side of the hive.

(3) If the flyway barrier is not located in front of the hive opening,
the flyway barrier shall be located parallel to the nearest LOT
LINE for a distance of 8 feet on either side of the centerline of
the hive.

- If dense vegetation is used, the initial planting may be only 4 feet
in HEIGHT or a temporary solid fence or wall that is a minimum of
67% solid shall be used until the planting attains 4 feet in height.

- Any required flyway barrier shall be indicated on the site plan for
the Zoning Use Permit Application and the location of the bee
opening in each hive shall also be indicated on the site plan.

Example 1,500 sf dwelling
(50' x 30')
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