
CASE 014-AT-21 
SUPPLEMENTAL MEMORANDUM #1 
July 29, 2021
 
Petitioner: Zoning Administrator 
 
Request: Amend the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance to establish beekeeping 

requirements as summarized in the full legal advertisement and summarized 
as follows: 
1.   Amend Section 3.0 Definitions by adding a definition for “apiary”, 

“beekeeping”, “honey bee”, “nucleus colony” and other related terms. 
 
2.    Add footnotes 29 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses. 
 
3. Add footnote 30 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses.  
 
4. Add new Section 7.8 Beekeeping in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts, 

with new requirements for beekeeping. 
 
5.    Amend Section 9.3.1 G.6. by adding a $33 Change of Use Permit 

Application Fee to establish beekeeping in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 
Districts. 

    
Location:  Unincorporated Champaign County 
 
Time Schedule for Development:  As soon as possible     
 
Prepared by:  Susan Burgstrom, Senior Planner 

John Hall, Zoning Administrator 
 
 
STATUS 
 
The P&Z Department received an email from Chris Harmon on July 28, 2021 (Attachment B). 
 
The News Gazette had a front-page article about the proposed amendment in today’s paper 
(Attachment C). 
 
P&Z Staff will make a short presentation tonight about the proposed amendment; slides can be found 
in Attachment D. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
A Legal advertisement 

B Email from Chris Harmon received July 28, 2021 

C News Gazette article dated July 29, 2021 

D PowerPoint slides created by P&Z Staff for ZBA presentation dated July 29, 2021        
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LEGAL PUBLICATION: WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 2021               CASE: 014-AT-21  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING IN REGARD TO AN AMENDMENT TO THE TEXT OF 
THE CHAMPAIGN COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 

CASE 014-AT-21 

The Champaign County Zoning Administrator, 1776 East Washington Street, Urbana, has filed a 
petition to amend the text of the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance. The petition is on file in the 
office of the Champaign County Department of Planning and Zoning, 1776 East Washington Street, 
Urbana, IL. 

A public hearing will be held Thursday, July 29, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. prevailing time in the Shields-
Carter Meeting Room, Brookens Administrative Center, 1776 East Washington Street, Urbana, IL, at 
which time and place the Champaign County Zoning Board of Appeals will consider a petition for the 
following: 

Amend the Champaign County Zoning Ordinance as follows: 
1. Amend Section 3.0 Definitions by adding a definition for “apiary”, “beekeeping”, “honey

bee”, “nucleus colony” and other related terms.

2. Add footnote 29 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses for “AGRICULTURE”
for the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts, that indicates that beekeeping shall be authorized per the
requirements of Section 7.8.

3. Add footnote 30 to Section 5.2 Table of Authorized Principal Uses for “AGRICULTURE”
for the R-4 and R-5 Districts, that indicates that beekeeping is not an authorized USE in the
R-4 and R-5 DISTRICTS.

4. Add new Section 7.8 Beekeeping in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts, with new requirements
including but not limited to the following:
A.  Beekeeping shall be authorized only as a home occupation and subject to the

requirements of Section 7.1.1 except where the requirements of this Section are in
addition to or exceed the requirements of Section 7.1.1, and shall be authorized by a
Zoning Use Permit in accordance with  Section 9.1.2 of the Zoning Ordinance prior to
establishment.

B.  All beekeeping shall be in compliance with the State of Illinois Bees and Apiaries Act
and all beehives and/ or nucleus colony shall be registered with the Illinois Department
of Agriculture.

C. Beekeeping shall be in compliance with the Champaign County Nuisance Ordinance.

D. Add a limit on the number of beehives that may be kept on a lot based on the area of the
lot as follows:
(1)  On a lot with no more than 10,000 square feet of area there shall be no more than

three beehives and for each additional 10,000 square feet of lot area there may be
one additional beehive; and

Case 014-AT-21, ZBA 07/29/21, Attachment A, Page 1 of 2



(2) One nucleus colony shall be allowed for each authorized beehive provided that the
nucleus colony is moved or combined with an authorized colony within 30 days;
and

(3)  Allow temporary housing of one swarm of honey bees for no more than 3 months
from the date acquired, subject to notifying the Zoning Administrator.

E. Add a minimum required separation between any beehive and/or nucleus colony and a
lot line of 10 feet and 30 feet to any street right of way, improved alley, or access
easement, and 30 feet to any structure on any adjacent lot.

F. Add requirements for management practices as follows:
(1) Add a requirement that any beehive and/or nucleus colony on any lot with 40,000

square feet or less lot area to be enclosed by a four-feet high fence or wall with a
self-latching gate.

(2) Add a requirement for a minimum six-feet high flyway barrier for any beehive and/
or nucleus colony located less than 16 feet from a lot line and require the flyway
barrier to extend a minimum of 10 feet on each side of the beehive and/ or nucleus
colony.

(3) Add a requirement for a minimum of two sources of water to be continuously
available in the apiary when honey bees are active outside a beehive.  Each required
water source shall be no further from a beehive or nucleus colony than one-half the
distance to any other possible water source on any adjacent lot and shall allow
honey bee access to water by landing on a hard surface.

G. Add a requirement that any BEEKEEPING that exceeds any of the standards in
paragraphs 7.8 D. through F. may be authorized by SPECIAL USE Permit.

5. Amend Section 9.3.1 G.6. by adding a $33 Change of Use Permit Application Fee to
establish beekeeping in the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Districts.

All persons interested are invited to attend said hearing and be heard. Please wear a mask if you are not 
vaccinated. If you would like to submit comments or questions before the meeting, please call the P&Z 
Department at 217-384-3708 or email zoningdept@co.champaign.il.us no later than 4:30 pm the day of 
the meeting. The hearing may be continued and reconvened at a later time. 

Ryan Elwell, Chair 
Champaign County Zoning Board of Appeals 

TO BE PUBLISHED: WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 2021, ONLY 

Send bill and one copy to: Champaign County Planning and Zoning Dept. 
Brookens Administrative Center 
1776 E. Washington Street 
Urbana, IL 61802 
Phone: 384-3708 
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Zoning Case 014 AT 21
Draft Ordinance Amendment
for Regulating Honey Bees in
Residential Areas
July 29, 2021

Proposal
• Establishes minimum requirements for beekeepers in

Residential Zoning Districts in unincorporated Champaign
County

• Does not affect beekeeping in Agricultural, Conservation
Recreation, Business, or Industrial Zoning Districts

• Once the amendment is adopted, enforcement will be on
a complaint basis
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Affected geography
• Beekeeping would be regulated in R 1, R 2, and R 3

Zoning Districts
• Single family and two family dwellings

• 4,262 acres, or 0.72% of unincorporated Champaign County

• Beekeeping would be prohibited in R 4 and R 5 Zoning
Districts
• R 4: Single family, two family, and multiple family dwellings

• R 5: Manufactured Home Parks

• 820 acres, or 0.14% of unincorporated Champaign County
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Why?
• Illinois Bees and Apiaries Act (8 IAC 1/Part 60) requires only

registration and inspections for beekeeping and safety
issues related to “exotic strains of bees”; they do not
address safety issues raised at the local level

• Complaints have been received about bees from
undermanaged beekeepers’ hives stinging neighbors and
their visitors and disrupting outdoor quality of life
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Framework for proposed
text amendment
• Two model ordinances:

• Minnesota Hobby Beekeepers Model Ordinance

• Prepared by the Minnesota Hobby Beekeepers Association

• Ohio State Beekeepers Association Model Ordinance (2018)

• Prepared by the Ohio State Beekeepers Association

• Also considered ordinances from:
• Village of St. Charles, IL

• Village of Whitewater, WI

• Lake County, IL

• Adds new definitions to Section 3

• Section 5.2 Establishes where beekeeping is regulated,
where it is not regulated, and where it is prohibited

• Adds new Section 7.8: Beekeeping in R 1, R 2 & R 3
Districts
• Authorizes beekeeping only as a Home Occupation, which requires

a Zoning Use Permit

• A Home Occupation, per Section 7.1.1, allows one non resident
employee/volunteer, which can be a beekeeper who does not live
on site

Proposed text amendment
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Proposed text amendment
• Adds new Section 7.8 (continued)

• Must comply with State of Illinois Bees & Apiaries Act

• Must comply with Champaign County Nuisance Ordinance

• Establishes time constraints on nucleus hives and swarm rehoming

• Establishes maximum number of hives, separations, fencing, flyway
barriers, water supply on a lot

• Special Use Permit requirement for exceeding any of the standards
in Section 7.8 D. through F.

• Section 9 Adds a $33 Change of Use Permit fee

Example minimum requirements
on a lot in the R 1 District
• Minimum lot size in the R 1 District is 9,000 square feet

• The following graphic includes proposed requirements:
• Separation between hives and the lot line

• Separation between hives and adjacent primary and accessory
structures

• Separation between hives from the road right of way line

• Water sources and their separation from water sources on
adjacent properties

• Fencing around the hives

• Number of hives, nucleus colonies, and swarms

• Flyway barrier if hives are less than 16’ from lot line
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Example Beekeeping Regulations
on a Typical 9,000 square feet Residential Lot in R-1
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