
CHAMPAIGN COUNTY BOARD 
HIGHWAY COMMITTEE AGENDA 
County of Champaign, Urbana, Illinois 
Friday, January 8, 2021 9:00 a.m. 
Highway Building Conference Room 
1605 E Main Street, Urbana, Illinois
Committee Members: 
Lorraine Cowart – Chair Brad Passalacqua  
Diane Michaels – Vice-Chair Cameron Raab 
Titianna Ammons Jennifer Straub 
Jim McGuire  

Champaign County strives to provide an environment welcoming to all persons regardless of disabilities, race, gender, or 
religion. Please call 217-384-3776 to request special accommodations at least two business days in advance. 

(217) 384-3776 (217) 384-3896 Fax

I. Call to Order

II. Roll Call

III. Approval of Agenda/Addenda

IV. Approval of Minutes – November 6, 2020 1-3

V. Public Participation

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81005511042?pwd=aE9JSTFsMVRzSXVMWGs3eFJka1YyQT09

VI. Communications

VII. County & Township Motor Fuel Tax Claims – November & December 2020 4-5

VIII. Wilber Heights Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity Grant 6-7

IX. Petition Requesting and Resolution Approving Appropriation of Funds from the County Bridge
Fund, Harwood Township, #19-11083-00-BR 8-10

X. Petition Requesting and Resolution Approving Appropriation of Funds from the County Bridge
Fund, Crittenden Township, #20-08105-00-BR 11-13 

XI. Resolution for Contract Award Authority, CH 13 Section #19-00077-00-BR 14-15 

XII. Overview of the FY 2021 Highway Department Budgets 16-28 

XIII. Other Business

XIV. Chair’s Report

XV. Designation of Items to be Placed on the Consent Agenda

XVI. Adjournment

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81005511042?pwd=aE9JSTFsMVRzSXVMWGs3eFJka1YyQT09


Champaign County Highway & 
Transportation Committee 1 November 6, 2020 

1 
 Champaign County Board  2 
 Highway & Transportation Committee3 
 County of Champaign, Urbana, Illinois 4 
 5 
 6 

MINUTES – SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND APPROVAL 7 
DATE: Friday, November 6, 2020 8 
TIME: 9:00 a.m. 9 
PLACE: Highway Building Conference Room 10 

1605 East Main Street, Urbana, Illinois  11 
12 

Committee Members 13 
Present:  Lorraine Cowart (Chair), Cynthia Fears (via phone), Jim McGuire, Diane Michaels, 14 

Giraldo Rosales (via phone), Chris Stohr (via phone)   15 
Absent: Brad Clemmons 16 

17 
County Staff: Jeff Blue (County Engineer), Michelle Carter (Recording Secretary), Kristen Gisondi 18 

(Human Services Transportation Coordinator/PCOM)(via phone) 19 
20 

MINUTES 21 
I. Call to Order22 

Committee Chair Cowart called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m.23 
24 

II. Roll Call25 
A verbal roll call was taken, and a quorum was declared present.26 

27 
III. Approval of Agenda/Addendum28 

MOTION by Mr. Rosales to approve the agenda; seconded by Mrs. Michaels.29 
MOTION CARRIED by unanimous roll-call vote.30 
Yeas:  Michaels, Stohr, Fears, McGuire, Rosales, Cowart-631 
Nays:  None32 

33 
IV. Approval of Minutes – October 2, 202034 

MOTION by Mr. Rosales to approve the minutes of the October 2, 2020 meeting; seconded by35 
Mr. McGuire.36 
MOTION CARRIED by unanimous roll-call vote.37 
Yeas:  Michaels, Stohr, Fears, McGuire, Rosales, Cowart-638 
Nays:  None39 

40 
V. Public Participation41 

None42 
43 

VI. Communications44 
None45 

46 
VII. County & Township Motor Fuel Tax Claims-October 202047 

MOTION by Mr. McGuire to receive and place on file the County and Township Motor Fuel Tax48 
Claims for October 2020; seconded by Mrs. Michaels.49 
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MOTION CARRIED by unanimous roll-call vote. 50 
Yeas:  Michaels, Stohr, Fears, McGuire, Rosales, Cowart-6 51 
Nays:  None 52 

53 
VIII. Resolution Authorizing the Execution and Amendment of Federal 5311 Grant Agreement54 

Ms. Gisondi explained (via phone conference) the resolution was for the execution of the55 
contract.56 
MOTION by Mrs. Michaels to approve the resolution; seconded by Mr. Rosales.57 
MOTION CARRIED by unanimous roll-call vote.58 
Yeas:  Michaels, Stohr, Fears, McGuire, Rosales, Cowart-659 
Nays:  None60 

61 
IX. Resolution Appropriating Additional County Motor Fuel Tax Funds for County Roads62 

Maintenance Section #20-00000-00-GM63 
Mr. Blue explained the additional appropriation of $298,500.00 is to align the resolution with64 
the actual funds spent this fiscal year.  The Highway Department purchased rock salt in early65 
2020 and again in late 2020.  Normally the appropriation is for 3500 tons of salt in a fiscal year,66 
however in 2020 an estimated 6000 tons were purchased.67 
MOTION by Mr. Stohr to approve the resolution; seconded by Mr. McGuire.68 
MOTION CARRIED by unanimous roll-call vote.69 
Yeas:  Michaels, Stohr, Fears, McGuire, Rosales, Cowart-670 
Nays:  None71 

72 
X. Resolution Appropriating County Motor Fuel Tax Funds for County Roads Maintenance Section73 

#21-00000-00-GM74 
Mr. Blue stated that every year a resolution is passed prior to January 1st, appropriating the75 
Motor Fuel Tax Funds for the County Road Maintenance.  The amount appropriated for FY 21 is76 
$996,900.00.77 
MOTION by Mrs. Michaels to approve the resolution; seconded by Mr. Rosales.78 
MOTION CARRIED by unanimous roll-call vote.79 
Yeas:  Michaels, Stohr, Fears, McGuire, Rosales, Cowart-680 
Nays:  None81 

82 
XI. Resolution Appropriating County Motor Fuel Tax Funds for Engineering on Section #20-00102-83 

00-BR84 
Mr. Blue discussed the need to appropriate Motor Fuel Tax Funds for engineering relating to the85 
bridge repair on County Highway 9.  The bridge currently has corrosion issues and the piling86 
needs to be encased.  In order to have the Illinois Department of Transportation perform the87 
needed Environmental Surveys, Motor Fuel Tax Funds must be appropriated for the project. The88 
Motor Fuel Tax Funds will be used for in-house engineering.89 
MOTION by Mrs. Michaels to approve the resolution; seconded by Mr. Stohr.90 
MOTION CARRIED by unanimous roll-call vote.91 
Yeas:  Michaels, Stohr, Fears, McGuire, Rosales, Cowart-692 
Nays:  None93 

94 
XII. Resolution for Contract Award Authority, Section #19-29081-00-BR95 

Mr. Blue informed the committee the Tolono Township Bridge letting is scheduled for96 
November 19, 2020.  He is requesting award authority if the bid is within 10% of the engineer’s97 
estimate.98 
MOTION by Mr. Rosales to approve the resolution; seconded by Mr. McGuire.99 
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MOTION CARRIED by unanimous roll-call vote. 100 
Yeas:  Michaels, Stohr, Fears, McGuire, Rosales, Cowart-6 101 
Nays:  None 102 

103 
XIII. Resolution Appropriating County Motor Fuel Tax Funds for the Salary and Estimated Expenses104 

of the County Engineer for the period from January 1, 2021 thru December 31, 2021.105 
Mr. Blue explained the resolution is appropriating Motor Fuel Tax Funds for his estimated salary106 
and expenses for the 2021 fiscal year.  The resolution also authorizes a sum equal to 50% of the107 
County Engineer’s salary from the Surface Transportation Program Funds be made available to108 
the Illinois Department of Transportation for the State’s use in exchange for an equal amount of109 
State Funds.110 
MOTION by Mr. Stohr to approve the resolution; seconded by Mr. Rosales.111 
MOTION CARRIED by unanimous roll-call vote.112 
Yeas:  Michaels, Stohr, Fears, McGuire, Rosales, Cowart-6113 
Nays:  None114 

115 
XIV. Other Business116 

Highway Committee members recognized the service of the committee members who will no117 
longer be serving on the County Board.118 

119 
XV. Chair’s Report120 

None121 
122 

XVI. Designation of Items to be Placed on the Consent Agenda123 
Ms. Cowart stated that items VIII thru XIII be placed on the consent agenda.124 

125 
XVII. Adjournment126 

There being no further business, Ms. Cowart adjourned the meeting at 9:28 am.127 

**Please note the minutes reflect the order of the agenda and may not necessarily reflect the order of business conducted at 128 
the meeting. 129 
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 OFFICE OF THE CHAMPAIGN COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
   1776 East Washington Street, Urbana, Illinois 61802-4581 

 

 

  

 (217) 384-3776                         WWW.CO.CHAMPAIGN.IL.US                      (217) 384-3896 FAX 
 
 

Darlene A. Kloeppel, County Executive 
 

 

  MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:         County Board Highway Committee Members 

FROM:   Darlene Kloeppel, County Executive  

DATE:     December 29, 2020 

RE:          Wilber Heights Neighborhood Improvements 
 

 

Last summer, I responded to a resident of the Wilber Heights subdivision (east of Marketplace Mall) 

regarding the difficulties residents were having with road traffic, drainage of rainwater and enforcement 

of nuisance properties.   

 

This edge-of-town neighborhood is in an industrial zoning classification and with proximity to the 

Interstate, the roadways and drainage have deteriorated with the growth of light industry traffic.  Research 

showed that these issues have been persistent problems for several years (the County Planning & Zoning 

and Highways Departments did a significant study in 2013), with little resolution because, although 

located in unincorporated Champaign County, this neighborhood lies at the junction of several different 

jurisdictions that share boundaries and are only partially responsible for services in this 8-block area, to 

include the County, Somer Township, Beaver Creek and Saline Branch Drainage Districts, City of 

Champaign, Urbana-Champaign Sanitary District, Illinois Department of Transportation, Eastern Prairie 

Fire Protection District, CUMTD.  Completion of the Olympic Drive connector in 2018 also adversely 

affected drainage to the north. 

 

The solutions to remedy these issues are very costly, however Rep. Mike Marron and I have been able to 

negotiate an improvement plan that involves the reconstruction of Wilber Ave. by IDOT, followed by 

transfer of Wilber Ave. ownership from IDOT to Somer Township for future maintenance, and 

accompanied by repairs to the main conduit that drains water running under the railway tracks to the 

south of the subdivision.  IDOT will pay for the Wilber Ave. reconstruction ($990,000) and 

Representative Marron has contributed his member initiative funds of $250,000 for this infrastructure 

improvement project, which will be managed through a grant from DCEO.  The County Highway 

Department will provide engineering services to the project, estimated at $50,000.   

 

 

 

We are requesting the board to authorize acceptance of the $250,000 DCEO grant and an 

accompanying budget amendment to appropriate the funds through the Highway Department. 
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RESOLUTION NO. _________ 
 
 

RESOLUTION GRANTING AUTHORITY FOR THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO 
ACCEPT AN ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE & ECONOMIC 

OPPORTUNITY GRANT ON BEHALF OF CHAMPAIGN COUNTY 
 
 

WHEREAS, Champaign County is applying for a Site Improvement Grant from 
the Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity (DCEO); and 

 
WHEREAS, The DCEO grant is designated to improve the drainage in the 

Wilber Heights subdivision; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of Champaign County to accept the grant 

and proceed with the drainage improvements. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Champaign County Board that 
the County Executive shall have the authority to accept and sign all relevant documents 
related to the DCEO grant on behalf of Champaign County. 
  
PRESENTED, ADOPTED, APPROVED AND RECORDED This 21st Day of January, 
A.D., 2021. 
 
                           
      Kyle Patterson, Chair 

Champaign County Board  
 
 
                                                                       Approved: ________________________________________ 
         Darlene A. Kloeppel, County Executive 
 
           Date: ___________________ 
Recorded 
& Attest:      ___ 
    Aaron Ammons, County Clerk  

   and ex-Officio Clerk of the  
   Champaign County Board 
 
  Date: _____________________ 
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PETITION REQUESTING AND RESOLUTION APPROVING 

APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FROM THE COUNTY BRIDGE FUND 
PURSUANT TO 605 ILCS 5/5-501 

 
 
 

PETITION 
 

Petitioner, Aaron Tuller, hereby requests an appropriation of funds from the Champaign County 
Bridge Fund pursuant to 605 ILCS 5/5-501.  In support of this petition, Petitioner states the following: 

 
1. Petitioner is the duly elected Highway Commissioner for the Harwood Road District, 

Champaign County, Illinois; and 
 
2. There is a culvert located between Sections 35 & 26, which is in poor condition and is 

inadequate to serve the needs of the traveling public; and  
 
3. To ensure the adequacy of said structure for the traveling public, it is necessary that said 

structure be replaced; and 
 
4. The cost of replacing the aforesaid structure is estimated to be $11,800.00, which will be 

more than .02% of the value of all the taxable property in the Harwood Road District, as equalized or 
assessed by the Department of Revenue; and 

 
5. The tax rate for road purposes in the Harwood Road District was in each year for the last 

two (2) years not less than the maximum allowable rate provided for in Section 6-501 of the Illinois 
Highway Code (605 ILCS 5/6-501); and 

 
6. The Harwood Road District is prepared to pay one-half of the cost of the replacement of 

said structure. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 

Aaron Tuller  

 Commissioner of Highways of 
 Harwood Road District, 
 Champaign County, Illinois 
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RESOLUTION NO. 
 

 
 

WHEREAS, the County Board finds that based on the representations in the attached 
Petition, it is required pursuant to 605 ILCS 5/5-501 to provide the requested aid. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Board of Champaign County as 
follows: 
 

1. The County Board hereby appropriates from the County Bridge Fund a sufficient 
sum to meet one-half the cost of replacing the structure. 
 
 2. The County Board hereby directs the County Engineer to cause plans and 
specifications to be prepared for said improvements. 
 
 3. The County Board hereby orders that said improvement be made under the 
general supervision of the County Engineer, by receiving quotes for the improvements.  
 

4. The County Board hereby directs the County Engineer to certify to the County 
Board when the work has been satisfactorily completed to meet his or her approval.  Such 
certificate shall include an itemized account of the cost of all items of work incurred in the 
completion of said improvements and shall show the division of cost between the County and 
the Harwood Road District. 

 
5. The County Board further directs the County Engineer to file said certificate 

with the clerk of the Harwood Road District. 
 

6. This Resolution shall become effective upon its adoption. 
 

PRESENTED, ADOPTED, APPROVED and RECORDED this 21st day of January, 2021. 
 

                     
           Kyle Patterson, Chair 

     Champaign County Board  
 
 
     Approved: ________________________________________ 
              Darlene A. Kloeppel, County Executive 
 
             Date: ___________________   
Recorded 
& Attest:      ___ 
    Aaron Ammons, County Clerk  

   and ex-Officio Clerk of the  
   Champaign County Board 
 
  Date: ______________________ 
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PETITION REQUESTING AND RESOLUTION APPROVING 

APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FROM THE COUNTY BRIDGE FUND 
PURSUANT TO 605 ILCS 5/5-501 

 
 
 

PETITION 
 

Petitioner, Jerry Christian, hereby requests an appropriation of funds from the Champaign 
County Bridge Fund pursuant to 605 ILCS 5/5-501.  In support of this petition, Petitioner states the 
following: 

 
1. Petitioner is the duly elected Highway Commissioner for the Crittenden Road District, 

Champaign County, Illinois; and 
 
2. There is a culvert located between Sections 13 & 24, which is in poor condition and is 

inadequate to serve the needs of the traveling public; and  
 
3. To ensure the adequacy of said structure for the traveling public, it is necessary that said 

structure be replaced; and 
 
4. The cost of replacing the aforesaid structure is estimated to be $27,500.00, which will be 

more than .02% of the value of all the taxable property in the Crittenden Road District, as equalized or 
assessed by the Department of Revenue; and 

 
5. The tax rate for road purposes in the Crittenden Road District was in each year for the 

last two (2) years not less than the maximum allowable rate provided for in Section 6-501 of the Illinois 
Highway Code (605 ILCS 5/6-501); and 

 
6. The Crittenden Road District is prepared to pay one-half of the cost of the replacement 

of said structure. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 

Jerry Christian  

 Commissioner of Highways of 
 Crittenden Road District, 
 Champaign County, Illinois 
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RESOLUTION NO. 
 

 
 

WHEREAS, the County Board finds that based on the representations in the attached 
Petition, it is required pursuant to 605 ILCS 5/5-501 to provide the requested aid. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Board of Champaign County as 
follows: 
 

1. The County Board hereby appropriates from the County Bridge Fund a sufficient 
sum to meet one-half the cost of replacing the structure. 
 
 2. The County Board hereby directs the County Engineer to cause plans and 
specifications to be prepared for said improvements. 
 
 3. The County Board hereby orders that said improvement be made under the 
general supervision of the County Engineer, by receiving quotes for the improvements.  
 

4. The County Board hereby directs the County Engineer to certify to the County 
Board when the work has been satisfactorily completed to meet his or her approval.  Such 
certificate shall include an itemized account of the cost of all items of work incurred in the 
completion of said improvements and shall show the division of cost between the County and 
the Crittenden Road District. 

 
5. The County Board further directs the County Engineer to file said certificate 

with the clerk of the Crittenden Road District. 
 

6. This Resolution shall become effective upon its adoption. 
 

PRESENTED, ADOPTED, APPROVED and RECORDED this 21st day of January, 2021. 
 

                     
           Kyle Patterson, Chair 

     Champaign County Board  
 
 
     Approved: ________________________________________ 
              Darlene A. Kloeppel, County Executive 
 
             Date: ___________________   
Recorded 
& Attest:      ___ 
    Aaron Ammons, County Clerk  

   and ex-Officio Clerk of the  
   Champaign County Board 
 
  Date: ______________________ 
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RESOLUTION NO. _________ 
 
 

RESOLUTION FOR CONTRACT AWARD AUTHORITY 
 
 

WHEREAS, Sealed bids will be received in the office of the County Engineer for 
the replacement of Structure 010-0224 on County Highway 13, Section 19-00077-00-BR, 
and publicly opened and read; and 

 
WHEREAS, Resolution No. 2020-35 was approved on February 20, 2020 

appropriating the funds for this structure replacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of Champaign County to award the 

contract as early as possible; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Champaign County Board agrees to allow Jeff Blue, P.E., 
Champaign County Engineer to accept the low bid for construction on behalf of 
Champaign County if the low bid is within 10% of the engineer’s estimate. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Champaign County Board that 
the above will be accepted to expedite the contract with the low bidder. 
  
PRESENTED, ADOPTED, APPROVED AND RECORDED This 21st Day of January, 
A.D., 2021. 
 
                           
      Kyle Patterson, Chair 

Champaign County Board  
 
 
                                                                       Approved: ________________________________________ 
         Darlene A. Kloeppel, County Executive 
 
           Date: ___________________ 
Recorded 
& Attest:      ___ 
    Aaron Ammons, County Clerk  

   and ex-Officio Clerk of the  
   Champaign County Board 
 
  Date: _____________________ 
 

Prepared by: Jeff Blue 
           County Engineer 
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